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Corel reefs are homes to hundreds of different types of fish, many of which we eat. The reefs of the Sultanate of
Oman are being damaged by anchors, discarded nets and rubbish thrown in the sea, or left on the beaches and
carried out with the tide. If we destroy our reefs, we threaten the fish that live there. The seas are any threat to
fish life is a threat to both the Omani environment and the livelihood of the locals given the fact that these fish are
a main source of subsistence for the locals who live along the coasts and depand on Fishing as a main source of
living an important part of our environment and many Omanis live on the coast and fish for a living. This is why
His Majesty, Sultan Qaboos bin Said, has passed laws to make sure that we protect our marine environment.

This colouring book is an introduction to some of the many different types of fish that live in the coral reefs

of the Sultanate of Oman. It was produced by the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs Coordination
with the Marine Science and Fisheries Centre of the Ministry of Fisheries.

We hope you will enjoy colouring these pictures and learning more about the reef fish of Oman.







PARROTFISH

These fish are called parrotfish because they are very colourful and
have a strong mouth like a beak. They bite off pieces of coral which
they crush so they can eat the algae inside. At night they make a
mucus sack to sleep in so they are safe from other fish that would try

to eat them.

(slon) () clewdldsaw
Cdoy ol ad Led L Ll pdT 3,88 (A s s L dl Wi by pas
dalsaya sl cdlabdl e 3553 Gla ) Ga b danios Ll
Sale b poeat] et phlas Clya b el oda plis Julll Sy

Clealys 03 Sl LAY dlewl ] e






ARABIAN BUTTERFLYFISH duspell dlil psl

These bright orange fish are found in all the coral reefs of Oman. Lola yall 24l Blalie JS 8 Zaal Sl LI Hull o) 8348 a5
They are fast, graceful swimmers. They live in pairs all their lives. - : N ;__Q\_;,_" Sl Ug
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VALENTINE PUFFERFISH

These fish have a tough, elastic skin which allows them to inflate their ST R P T (I L IR Ty P | 3 Oe Ot ala L Eaidl 2in
bodies with air or water when they need to defend themselves. ) n ce

el Ko ’ Lol Gladl o
Pufferfish are poisonous. Al g2 Lpds G p >l e
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Dhofar clownfish

DHOFAR AND CLARK’S CLOWNFISH
Clownfish live in between the tentacles of sea anemone. The
tentacles sting other fish but not the clownfish. The sea anemone
protects the clownfish which, in return, brings pieces of food to the
anemone and keeps the tentacles clean.
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Clark's clownfish
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Eels live in holes on the coral reefs. They only come out at night to o 2 bl 7 T o ) i

feed on crabs and shrimps which they grind with their big, sharp gl Obaolly ol o2 btl s e (edinad b oIl 3 Lasyas
teeth. Their eyesight is poor so they use their sense of smell to find 1M Sl Gs law¥laiay . Lakalal! 3,0 bl o0 Giadas
food. el e daadl et Lals pustis 4







Y

N\

e/

\ / Y

(dlos) agaae

PICASSO TRIGGERFISH . oL A - . 5 =3C = - . - -
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Triggerfish have a strong spine on their backs which helps them to < = “"k' 'f" . “’J‘: &‘JS . *"“ e o * ‘ ¢ |
anchor themselves in small holes on the reef. They usually swim o gy (50l 5d s Lo Bule g L oladdl 330 sa gall 3 suiiall ) 5ol
alone, coming together to mate. After the female lays her eggs, she dan Lgn g Lulans , <Al pols yaall u_ﬁ;.’\z! pus QT ax g SISl Lgpaas
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leaves and the male aggressively guards the eggs till they hatch Tl ke ale i U<









BLUESPOTTED STINGRAY §aillls il §ldsll

Rays often lie on the sea bed covered with sand. They breathe . il s Lo s . 15 1€t oA “Liss
through small holes behind each eye, and there is a sharp spine on Ore S fopiaa wlbamd Ly JLdl (b Leud Hodh odas
the tail with which they sting attackers. Bluespotted stingrays are Oadad Lo snnins ol (el 035 Bula 1S58 Wasally WS o uiissl

common in southern Oman. Cole Ll Cogtall sLdl b Jlac¥lain H5<5 . (naaldl
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The body of these fish is hard and box-shaped, which is why they are
sometimes called boxfish. The white-spotted fish is the golden . i R i
trunkfish and the other fish is the bluetail trunkfish. They swim slowly Sl el oAl L gaie Waw Jliay c Loaddl Ll yaiall Waudly
and hover near corals. Colasdl Jua paaty Ll Ty WJlan¥ada Suo¥l Lyl






= /)/'3 - .

e )

TG
y TN
e

L -
‘ o\ O oYY

) « 7z,
%;E\\\\\\“«««f(((f((,@ Z
Y

((#

7 S
i

= Bl
CmilllEsS
N AN
e /,1‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

CLEANER WRASSE adkni dl sl
These' small ﬁtshh cleanI thefsca(ljefhandt hgillsf.orf] large fitsh.thThey stay :n Las 5 I JlawY! PTARES o it Lghago 3 pudus iSaw e 3l
one place on the coral reef and the other fish come to the wrasse to A I T, Sl 5 o] . T <
be cleaned. These fish even enter the mouths of some big fish to dlayl L":“i‘:“‘f" 41“%)?” “‘-’\:"“‘” o’ :b.{’ U‘;‘A O Le"d'h"
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BLACKTIP REEF SHARK ] _ (gmsy / s/ pillals) Gayall / jga

Sharks have sharp teeth that grow back if they are broken off. The S . P . | olld ] ain Zelhanls
skeleton of sharks is-made of cartilage, not bone like the skeleton of Oliwl Ly . Ulamall 3auu oL-_s:U ‘z,_n.t_sLmJ, - _~J e 5 Un—leA
most fish. These sharks are blacktip reef sharks which can come into O9Sas abiadl LSy - o 5] Lo 3] (AT B 0055 O S B

very shallow water.
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LONGBARBEL GOATFISH . .

These fish live near the sea bed. They use the barbels on their chins, dlasuls / putly] ylalu / paa

which look like hairs, to search for worms in the sand. Goatfish are s AT paanisy sadlp B e LRI el sia (e
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often seen feeding in groups.
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YELLOWBAR ANGELFISH o \ gl ]l as ol

Angelfish have small brush-like teeth. As young fish they graze on . uo tle il s L] oL o .
algae, but when they grow up they feed on sponges. The striped fish B o Skl e iam 5L A Qi oLl e G g“” dlawle
is a young angelfish that will look like the bigger fish when it is fully LS Saw o dabdall &Kaudl y - olaiiu ¥l de 35T Lpl S Lesie

grown. B psSIH Al i paat) LK iy La g Ja3S5 Latic 5 3 yuio
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