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Introduction

The environment of Oman is known to enjoy a wealth of diverse features
of flora and fauna. This is due to the country’s unique location which links
Africa’s and Asia’s multiplicity of geoclimatic characteristics.

Thanks to wise conservation policies and early governmental concern for
the country’s environment, Oman’s wildlife and natural resources are now
fully protected and conserved for present and future generations to enjoy.
Oman ensured, early in its renaissance, that specific measures were
formulated to achieve this protection. This included actions such as the
designation of nature reserves and provision of specialised Laws and
Regulations.

This “Colour and Learn” series, which is produced by the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Affairs highlights the many prominent features of our wildlife, parti-
culary the large wild cats family.

There are few animals that equal the power and grace of the larger cats.
In Oman these rare but extremely beautiful creatures are seldom seen due
to their preference to shy away from humans and to confine their activities
to darkness. These excellent predators have been hunted by man for
hundreds of years and this relentless persecution has caused a severe

worldwide decline in their numbers. Only due to their adaptability and
avoidance of humans can they still be found in some remote areas.

The Arabian leopard, largest of the big cats in Oman, is one of the rarest
animals in the world and there remains only a few numbers of this species
in the mountains of Musandam and Dhofar. All wild cat species in Oman
are protected by law, but the protection of these remarkable animals is the
responsibility of all of us and everyone should contribute in their own way
to secure a future for them.

This book tries to bring them closer to you and offers all of us the
opportunity to learn more about the big cats in Oman.

We do hope that you will enjoy colouring the fascinating features of
Oman’s wild cats. We also wish that you will find it both informative and
enjoyable.

Designed and Illustrated by Mubarak A.Bingawi
Department of Awareness & Information
2010
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The Arabian Leopard (nimr) is known to live in the tranquil, remote mountainous terrain of cras sa Lislel) slaisall Lo yoas g Slace (o Laliall GhUiall L5 pall ,aill iy
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It will also resort to preying on domestic livestock if necessary.
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Sizes and Dimensions of wild cats in Oman in perspective.






The caracal weights between 8 to 18 kilos and its length varies from 85 to 25 cm. with the males sale | oSall VY A0 e I ga Ll J | VAZA S Gl 0
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Caracal:

The caracal is a nocturnal animal, but can also be seen during the day. Its favourite prey arc any
rodents as are available in its territory. It hunts wild rabbits and is especially skillful at hunting large
birds. It will also eat wild fruit and young tree branches.

Caracals reach adulthood when they are two years old and females give birth to 2 or 3 kittens after
70 days gestation. Young kittep open their eyes after a week and remain with their mother for ahmost
one year. Their natural lifespan is up to about 17 years of age.
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An Omani Family away on a Safari

Saif (whispering):- “Look! look! Azzah, to the left side of the car, is that a leopard?”

Rashid (the father):- “That is a Cheetah, it is very similar to a leopard but there are fundamental
differences in size, appearance and behavior. It is altogether a quite different species of cat.”

Alia (inside the car):- “I don’t think that we have such animals in the wild in Oman, do we Father?”
Rashid:- (smiling) “Let me tell you something, what we have in Oman is the Arabian leopard. It is
called the ‘nimr’ and is a very rare species. In fact it’s 10 times rarer than the giant Panda!! The
northern Hajar mountains and the southern mountain in Dhofar and Yemen are some of its known
habitats.” :

Saif:- “Is that why Oman designated Jabal Samhan as a Nature Reserve?”

Rashid:- “Well done son, yes! Mind you the leopard in Oman has evolved in hot and barren rugged
terrain, so it is slightly smaller.”

Alia:- “What about cheetahs, are they present in Oman?”

Rashid:- “Regretfully not Aliah, I'm afraid that the cheetah was last seen in the wild in 1977, before
it became extinct.”

Muna:- “Father, do you mean that this could be the fate of the Arabian leopard.?”

Saif:- “Yes Muna, that would be the case had it not been for the government’s stringent protection
measures and the Omani peoples’ concern for their wildlife, isn’t that so father?”

Rashid:- “Keep you voices down kids, you will scare away that little family out there. Saif! Muna!
— take as many photographs as you can, this is a chance of a lifetime.

Zuwainah (Mother) “Can we see these fascinating creatures in the wild in Oman, Rashid?”
Rashid:- “Not without great difficulty, these animals are famous for their cunning, immense speed,
and hiding skill; although it is occasionally possible to see their tracks.

Alia:- “Could you please tell us little more about the cheetah father?

Rashid:- “I don’t know much about cheetahs, but I know that in Oman the female nimr delivers up
to 4 cubs after a gestation period of 90 to 112 days. The cubs are born blind and stay so for a week.
Later the mother hides her cubs carefully away from possible predators and keeps moving them
from one place to another for safety”.

Rashid:- “Have you finished taking photos? Sit down and watch carefully. It gives us great pride
to know that in Oman these animals are protected in their wild habitats”

Saif:_ “Father, are cheetahs and nimrs from the same wild cat family?”

Rashid:- “Yes Saif, they are from the carnivorous family. The nimr, wild cat, caracal, and the sand
cat are all known to live wild in Oman.”

Saif: “Why should we protect these animals father?”

Rashid:- “Because they are part of the world’s natural heritage they have the same rights to survive
as we do. They also have their part to play in helping to maintain the balance of nature.

Oman firmly conserves its wildlife and biodiversity by creating designated nature reserves, issuing
strict Regulations, supporting international conservation and building up ongoing data base records.
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Sand Cat (Felis margaﬁta)
Sand cat’s habitat spread in the desert dominated regions in Oman. They are known
to live in the Jaddat Ramlat Al Wahiba and the empty quarter. Sand cats are nocturnal
animals and hunt for food after sunset to avoid the heat. Unlike other cats, sand cat
are not good climbers. They live on rodents thus help maintain natural balance.
Among its natural enemies are venomous snakes, desert owl, foxes. A female cat
gives birth to 2-4 kittens after a period of gestation of 63 days. The newly born open
their eyes after two weeks. Delivery season coincide in March and April for suitable
climate condition and good food. Young kittens are fully grown after one year and
live until they are eight.

slooll Ladl

(s J) Ldmll S, b alay lae Lol b daline 3hli o 3 Lol ball o,
Lo oogoidl aay aboli Tagy s Mt ke Slgaa Lol adlly . Gl padl Sun g Ll ol elyam
Y BLa Gy Y 01 LS uatl 5, 5a e
\_ggmi;,ﬁ;,_,,g,__._,_g_n;,y,_-._v@__‘_a;:E,aw,u.s,l,ﬂlu_l_;a_}g,_!uh%ﬂlgyg
L5l onls Lgloaaall asall sk daludl (LY Cuaalall
@J@mlﬁﬁ“%lwws)ﬁz—kuwc_&uﬁwvu:gylpsp&as
sy ¢l Gl Jliall dias L delial Laliall Gkl sl peole (B DI (3 5050
STl plyy s Lol bl Ganag - ple






As a nocturnal creature averse to the heat of the day, wildcats conduct their night hunt by preying
on rodents, small birds and insects. They are equipped with strong sharp claws and are skillful
tree climbers, this enables them to also feed on wild fruit and berries. Their natural enemies are
wild dogs, caracals and desert owls. Female wild cats give birth to a litter of 2 or 3 kittens after
a gestation period of 56 to 60 days. The kittens open their eyes within 9 to 15 days, achieve
adulthood and become self reliant after 10 months and have a normal life expectancy of 12 to 15

years.
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The Wildcat (Gordon’s wild cat) (Felis silvestris)

The (Sinmar) as it is known locally, looks very much like the normal domestic tabby cat, but is
slightly larger. The wildcat’s chest and abdominal fur is a light and creamy sand colour and it has
12 dark stripes on its back legs and the sides of the abdomen which join to a darker dorsal stripe on
its back. This species has maintained its genetic purity for many generations. Females measures
some 75 to 106 cm long but the male is shorter, being only 66 to 98 centimeters. Males weigh
around 2.5 to 4 kg whilst females range from 1.5 to 4 kg.

The wild habitat of the Sinmar is mainly in the Hajar mountains and the adjacent heights but they
are also known to live in Musandam and the Hugf escarpment in the central region.
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Caracal (Felis Caracal)
The Caracal blelong to the relatively large feline family. Its sandy coloure is perfectly camouflaged
by its surrounding and is hardly detectable, even up close. It has large eyes and sharp pointed
ears which are fringed with strands of black hair. The caracal has a very expressive face which is
capable of demonsttration its emotions. The caracal has many local names, sach as Al- Hamra'a,
Al- Fahad, Abu Unaiq, Al- Tafeet, Al- Tafi, Al- Khuwainijah and Enaq Al- Ardh.
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Cheetah (Acinonyx jubtus)

The cheetah extensively resembles the nimr but it has a more aerodynamic body and taller forefront.
The cheetah’s body spots are also paler. The paws on cheetahs grow to the outside but when they
reach adulthood the paw growth stabilizes. Their paws are not used for killing but for maintaining
the animals running balance whilst hunting.

The last cheetah seen in Oman was in Jabal Qamar in the Dhofar mountains during 1977.
Cheetahs embark upon their hunt during the day but may sometimes prefer hunting on moonlit
nights to avoid any unnecessary disturbance. Their favorite prey are gazelles, wild rabbits, ibex,
land birds and foxes The ground speed of a cheetah can reach 80 to 120 km/hour!!

A cheetah may dwell alone in its habitat but will also often live in a family unit consisting of the
male and female with young cubs. The female delivers 1 to 6 cubs after a gestation period of 91 to
95 days. The newly born cubs open their eyes within a week and remain with their mothers for 18
months before they are able to depend on their newly acquired skills. They live up to about sixteen
years of age.
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Arabian Leopard (Panthera pardus nimr)

Many of Oman’s wild cats are endangered and depend on man to conserve, manage and protect
them. The Arabian leopard is from the carnivorous family. Distinguished by its relatively small,
strong physique, the ‘nimr’ has dark spots that evenly cover its entire body. These spots are of a

lighter shade on its head and legs.
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