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BUTTERFLIES OF OMAN







Butterflies are some of the most beautiful insects to be found in Oman. Some live in desert environments others live in
oases or rocky wadis. Wherever you live, butterflies will be seen at some time of the year. Watching them, you will see
their colours and how they live. His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said's concern for the conservation of our environment
has made it obligatory for all of us to help protect our natural heritage. Butterflies like other creatures share this
environment with us and bring immense joy to who ever sees them. Unlike many countries where farming and building
cities has changed the environment so that butterflies are becoming fewer, here in Oman you will see some interesting
and colourful butterflies. Protect our environment and you will protect the butterflies for years to come.

This book is an introduction to some of the many Butterflies thet live in Oman. It is produced by the Ministry of Enviro-
-nmetal and Climate Affairs in coordination with the Natural History Museum at the Ministry of Heritage and Cultur.

We hope that you will enjoy colouring these pictures and learning more about the Butterflies of Oman. Have fun.

Designed and Illustrated by M.A. Bingawi
Department of Awareness & Information
2010
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BLUE SPOTTED ARAB AND GRASS BLUE ekt . PR, TN ) il ol s
You can find the Blue Spotted Arab butterfly all over Oman, but in “‘h L .II _L?" ui"‘ .d“"l_ _LfJ’JI(_“""""J . ’TJ i ’J::|
Musandam it is rare. There are three butterflies like the Grass Blue. b bl ol A °"‘°_J oo ool e 0t
You can see them in places with water, for example in oases. O G g 1Y o Baad g e L) 0] liad | Ll 50 5SSy - pains
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The Diadem in this picture is a male. The male has black, white and elogandl o analy 50 0 gy sl NENES T S N R S IU 5 SN |
purple wings. It is one of the most beautiful butterflies in Oman. You aalsing Loleadl olalidl Jaad Ga yutasy Ll ga Wiy slacdly
can find the Diadem from Dhofar to Musandam. The female looks GV pady L pa Al oLk e glae cLasi TilS Lap 4ol f3a

very different. It looks like the Plain tiger. ol Tl ya oy G Ll Sas s .'L.L.:"I"






DESERT BABUL BLUE AND DESERT WHITE

The Desert Babul Blue is a common butterfly. The caterpillars eat the
leaves of Acacia trees. You can see the butterflies when the trees
have flowers. You can see Desert White butterflies in all parts of
Oman. They sometimes fly with Caper White butterflies. Look for the
yellow colour under the wings.
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CAPER WHITE AND BLUE PANSY

You can see the Caper White and the Blue Pansy from Dhofar to
Musandam. You can often find Caper Whites in large groups near
trees and bushes. The caterpillars eat the leaves of these trees. The
Blue Pansy can fly very fast. It flies near the ground. It rests with its
wings open. It is blue and black with red spots.
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The Mediterranean Pierrot or Mediterranean Tiger Blue is another Lol s albiny plae b lasga g psladlp 1Yl o p pdl faa yutay
very common butterfly in Oman. The caterpillars eat the leaves of Sla eyl gya Lute st all salyasy jadl jLa i 51,40
Ziziphus (the Sidr tree). The butterflies often stay near trees and small Cainndly olad¥l GASH el yuaddly

bushes.



Amal and the Butterflies

On Monday afternoon Muneer finished his homework at four o’ clock. Then
he helped his sister Amal with her science and maths. Muneer always likes
to help his sister with her school work.

After they finished, they went for a walk. They went to a park near their
house. In the park there were trees, birds and butterflies. There was also a
place for children to play.

‘Muneer saw some friends. They were playing football. Muneer shouted to
them and they talked for some minutes. Muneer looked for Amal. Where
was she? Then he saw her looking at some beautiful flowers. Muneer ran to
Amal. ‘Look at the beautiful flowers and butterflies’. Amal said. ‘Please,
Muneer, help me catch a butterfly!” Amal tried to catch a big yellow and
black butterfly. The butterfly flew from the flowers to a big tree.

‘Stop’ said Muneer ‘Don’t catch the butterflies.’

‘Why?’ asked Amal.

‘Butterflies live in gardens and parks,” answered Muneer. ‘They like to fly
near the flowers. We must not catch them or kill them. They are very
beautiful and we always want to see them. Butterflies are part of our
environment. We are young, but we can help to protect Oman'’s animals,
birds and butterflies. H.M. Sultan Qaboos gave a prize for people who help
the environment.’

Amal listened to Muneer. ‘You are right, Muneer,” she said. ‘The butterflies
and the flowers are very beautiful together. | like watching the butterflies
flying above the flowers. | will never try to catch them again.’
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PAINTED LADY

This is a very remarkable butterfly. You can find it all over Oman and
in most countries in the world. It is a difficult to get near this butterfly.
It can fly away very fast.
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The African Emigrant is an African butterfly. You can find it in Dhofar ot RS Joal Se N Juz LaS e LA e g gl 13a
and North Oman, but not in Musandam. It can fly very fast. The Loy ety pais b L (o e s ady Glae Jla iy Lk
caterpillars feed on Cassia plants. e Bodadl e LUy gaansy Gl kb






GRASS JEWEL

The Grass Jewel is the smallest butterfly in Oman. You can find it all
over the country in open rough ground. The males and females look
the same, but the males have three black spots on the back wings
and the females have four spots.
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BALUCHI RINGLET AND LARGE SKIPPER

You can find these two butterflies in the mountains and wadis of North
Oman. You can also find the Large Skipper in Musandam. You can
often see the Baluchi Ringlet in rocky wadis. It stops and opens its
wings in the sun or drinks water from the wet sand. The Large
Skipper looks like a moth. You can see the caterpillars easily. They
have a black and white body, a red head and red legs.
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The Plain Tiger is very common in Oman. You can see this butterfly o OSLYI 3 salging Glae elant 8 ails bl Hill G p g3l 13a
near plants of the Milkweed family. The butterfly is black, white and PRIV | (oMia 1) Milk Weed Usle o Glidl gas gans
orange. The colours tell birds and lizards that the butterfly is not good . L T "o T B .
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LIME BUTTERFLY

The Lime Butterfly is one of the biggest butterflies in Oman. You can salyisy Loleadl o lal,all ST e daaly S laasll Tl ,anas
find this butterfly in North Oman and Musandam. The African Lime Ll " deitp paalynn jlb Gy pain ey olae Jlat 3
Butterfly is like the Lime Butterfly. You can find the African Lime oaaslll Slatl 51,40 e pidl B Lo SGasy " Ly ,eY ) o laaaall

Butterfly in Dhofar. The caterpillars of both butterflies eat the leaves of

lime trees and orange trees. They are pests to the farmers. Ceeileso e obe Gae I La sy JGS Ty
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Spot The Difference
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